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This technical memorandum provides an overview of potential environmental contamination in the 
Bucks County Waterfront Revitalization study area.  This is one of several background memos 
supporting the Bucks County Waterfront Revitalization Plan.  The purpose of the study is to provide for 
improved access to the riverfront and to promote targeted economic development in the study area.  The 
study area includes portions of the following municipalities: Bensalem Township, Bristol Borough, 
Bristol Township, Falls Township, Morrisville Borough, and Tullytown Borough. 

Potential Environmental Contamination 

Within the study area lie several prominent industrial and commercial sites, many of which have 
significant groundwater contamination.  For example, USX (Steel) industrial park, the GROWS 
municipal landfill, and the Tullytown Resource Recovery and Wheelabrator Falls waste recovery 
facilities are all located south of Morrisville along Van Sciver Lake.  Additionally, Penn Warner Park, 
an industrial park that contains several light industrial and large warehouse facilities, has been 
identified as an area with groundwater contamination.  Farther south along the Delaware River 
waterfront, the landscape is spotted with industrial and commercial sites surrounding Bristol, Croydon 
and Cornwell Heights, where industrial waste pits are located.  Three sewage disposal sites and a 
network of Amtrak and Conrail rail lines (which may themselves be contaminated) also traverse the 
waterfront corridor.   Appendix A provides a more thorough discussion of hazardous waste sites in the 
study area, while Appendix B provides a full listing of those sites. 
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Appendix A: Potential Hazardous Waste Sites of Concern 
This investigation of potential hazardous waste sites of concern within the study area included a non-
intrusive study.  The following secondary sources were reviewed:  

● Environmental database provided by INFOMAP Technologies Inc., an Environmental 
FirstSearch Network, 

● Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) hazardous waste website, and 

● United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) hazardous waste website.  

The table provided below lists the potential hazardous waste sites of concern.  Due to the large number 
of potential hazardous waste sites (1000+, ranging from landfills to drycleaners), only those that 
appeared on one of following databases were included. 

1. National Priority List (NPL) 
2. Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Information System 

(CERLIS) 
3. No Further Remedial Action Proposed (NFRAP) 
4. Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System (RCRIS) 
5. State Sites List (State) 
6. Solid Waste Landfills (SWL) 
7. PCB Activity Database System (PADS) 

Based on the database listings, the potential hazardous waste sites were grouped into five categories of 
potential concern.  The five categories include: 

Industrial/Manufacturing/Distribution 

These facilities include retail distribution centers, recycling centers, manufacturing establishments, and 
numerous commercial/industrial operational facilities.  The potential for these facilities to store, utilize, 
or transport hazardous materials exists.  A total of 148 of these sites are located within the vicinity of 
the project area.  

Automotive Service/Gasoline Stations. 

Based on a preliminary field view, these sites appeared to specialize in the sale, service, and/or repair of 
vehicles.  The majority of these facilities also conduct Pennsylvania State Auto Inspections.  This type 
of operation represents a concern due to the potential presence of hydraulic lifts, used or fresh motor oil 
and other cleaning lubricants, parts washers, and/or additional chemicals or substances on the property.  
These substances have the potential to contribute to soil, groundwater, and/or surface water 
contamination. Gasoline dispensers, diesel dispensers, USTs (Underground Storage Tanks), ASTs 
(Above Ground Storage Tanks) containing waste oil and additional unknown contents, and kerosene 
tanks were some of the features identified on these properties.  These facilities may represent an 
environmental concern due to potential releases from the USTs or ASTs to the soil, groundwater, or 
surface waters nearby.  A total of 59 of these establishments are located within the study area.  

Waste Processing/Hauling/Treatment Sites. 

A total of ten of these sites were identified in the study area.  These facilities include waste 
transportation companies and waste treatment centers or disposal areas.  The potential for these 
facilities to store, dispose of or transport hazardous materials exists. 
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National Priority List (NPL) sites and Solid Waste Landfills (SWL) sites. 

There are 17 SWL and two NPL site in the vicinity of the study area. The SWL sites list the active 
permitted solid waste landfills.  The NPL sites have been listed on the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA’s) list of Superfund sites.  These sites represent the worst identified uncontrolled and/or 
abandoned hazardous waste sites.  The two NPLs in the study area are Croydon TCE and the Rohm and 
Hass Landfill. 

Miscellaneous 

One hundred sixteen facilities were unable to be specifically categorized based upon the property name 
and field view information.  These sites were classified as miscellaneous, and some of their operations 
include municipal buildings, car washes, printing companies, and dry cleaners.  Due to their presumed 
operations and/or database listing, they represent a potential environmental concern. 

The site locations identified on the Hazardous Material Site mapping are approximate locations based 
on information obtained from the InfoMap Database.  These sites have not been field verified; they will 
need to be field verified as the project moves further along.  There are some sites listed on the database 
that were non-geocoded, meaning that they are unable to be mapped.  Therefore those sites are not 
included in this document. 
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